
Public Feedback via Email – As of November 26, 2019 

Date Received Email Response Date of Response 
October 29, 2019 I saw the story on he new about the boundary 

issues regarding St. John’s and I’m wondering if 
you can provide me with some more detail about 
this. Is the board looking to change the 
boundaries for the 4 elementary schools so less 
people attend St. John’s or are they exploring the 
option of bussing kids from St. John’s to other 
schools? 
 
I’m just trying to determine what impact this may 
have on my kids who go to Lourdes. 
 
Thanks for your help 

The initial staff report, which was shared at the 
board meeting on Monday included two potential 
options: one proposes to change the boundaries 
of the 4 elementary schools and the other 
proposes to bus students from St. John to St. 
Nicholas.  
 
To view the full report please click here: 
https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-
us/accommodations/st-johns-boundary-review/. 
The report can be found under Background 
Information and it’s titled Initial Staff Report. 
 
A committee will be struck over the next month 
and they will consider other options. Two public 
meetings are scheduled for the new year and a 
final decision is scheduled for the end of April. 
 
I encourage you to participate in the process and 
share your feedback with us on the options.  
 
If you follow the link above, there is an option to 
enter your email address should you wish to be 
notified of updates as they come. 

October 31, 2019 

October 29, 2019 Please add me to the email distribution list for 
the St. John boundaries. 

Thanks for your interest in this review, you have 
been added to email distribution list as 
requested. 

November 1, 
2019 

October 30, 2019 Can you please add me to the distribution list. 
 

Thanks for your interest in this review, you have 
been added to email distribution list as 
requested. Below is the link to the St. John 
Boundary Review webpage. 

November 1, 
2019 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/accommodations/st-johns-boundary-review/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/accommodations/st-johns-boundary-review/


Also, the website link that is provided on the one 
pager doesn’t work so can you please send it to 
me. 

 
https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-
us/accommodations/st-johns-boundary-review/ 

October 30, 2019 I have 2 children enrolled at St Johns and my 3rd 
will start JK in September 2020.  I would 
appreciate being included in new information 
regarding the boundary change and we appear to 
live in the area that the change applies to. 

Thanks for your interest in this review, you have 
been added to email distribution list as 
requested. 

November 1, 
2019 

October 30, 2019 can you please add me to the mailing list for the 
boundary review? 

Thanks for your interest in this review, you have 
been added to email distribution list as 
requested. 

November 1, 
2019 

October 31, 2019 Please subscribe me to the boundary review 
email distribution list.  Thank you. 

Thanks for your interest in this review, you have 
been added to email distribution list as 
requested. 

November 1, 
2019 

October 31, 2019 Please add me to the distribution list Thanks for your interest in this review, you have 
been added to email distribution list as 
requested. 

November 1, 
2019 

October 31, 2019 Can you please add us to the email distribution 
list for news on the new school boundaries? 

Thanks for your interest in this review, you both 
have been added to email distribution list as 
requested. 

November 1, 
2019 

November 1, 
2019 

Please put me on the email list to receive 
updates. Thanks 

Thanks for your interest in this review, you have 
been added to email distribution list as 
requested. 

November 1, 
2019 

November 4, 
2019 

I would like to be on the email distribution list for 
the St. John Boundary Review Thank you 

Thanks for your interest in this review, you have 
been added to email distribution list as 
requested. 

November 5, 
2019 

November 4, 
2019 

Will there be a grandfather clause for current 
students where it may not be in their or their 
families best interest to move schools? I am very 
concerned that my children’s friends will be 
ripped from them – this is also part of school – 
the feeling of security that is received from the 
comfort of friends.  
 

Grandparenting clauses have not yet been 
discussed and will be determined through the 
review process.  
Once a decision is made, a transition team will be 
formed to help students, and families transition 
to their new school.  

November 12, 
2019 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/accommodations/st-johns-boundary-review/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/accommodations/st-johns-boundary-review/


I find it ludicrous that because one school is 
overcapacity children who have been attending 
school happily for years will be taken out of their 
comfort zone. The boundaries were just 
amended two years ago.  
 

November 14, 
2019 

Thank you for initiating the boundary review and 
sharing the Initial Staff Report re St. Johns.  The 
Initial Staff Report lists the board wide 
accommodation goals (including to maximize the 
number of students that can walk to school, 
follow logical boundaries, and reduce 
transportation costs/environmental impact). To 
support parents such as myself in understanding 
how the options outlined in the report impact 
those goals, can you also share maps of the 
student walking/bussing zones for each 
school?  Other parents I spoke with mentioned 
that one of the proposed changes might mean 
bussing their kids who walk to a different school. 
Being able to visualize walking/bussing will 
probably be helpful for school council and public 
consultations. 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read the initial 
staff report. This report begins the review and 
does not contain all of the information and 
analysis. Further information specific to walking 
and bussed students and zones will be shared 
further into the review process.  
 
I would encourage you to sign up for our email 
list here: https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-
us/accommodations/st-johns-boundary-review/. 
This will ensure you’re notified as new 
information becomes available. 

November 19, 
2019 

November 19, 
2019 

I would like to be on the communication list for 
the St. John Boundary Review. Thanks – 

Thanks for your interest in this review, you both 
have been added to email distribution list as 
requested. 

November 20, 
2019 

November 20, 
2019 

After having time to digest your presentation at 
Our Lady of Lourdes last night. I'd like to voice my 
concern with the preferred option #1 that is 
being put forward for consideration. As was 
stated, this option is preferred as it will better 
balance enrollment across the four schools. 
However, enrollment in all four schools is still 

Thank you for taking the time to share your 
feedback. Your comments will be shared with the 
boundary review committee and the Board of 
Trustees. 
 
We recognize that neither option solves all of the 
issues in this area. Numbers are important to us, 

November 26, 
2019 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/accommodations/st-johns-boundary-review/
https://www.wcdsb.ca/about-us/accommodations/st-johns-boundary-review/


projected to be over capacity by 2021 (just one 
year after implementation!). There is clearly a 
larger issue with a rapidly growing population 
that is impacting enrollment across the board 
and neither option will address this issue.  
 
I understand there is a need to address the 
current situation at St John's but given that both 
options are a bandaid solution to the larger issue, 
I urge you to go with an option that will impact 
the least amount of students and families, and 
concentrate your efforts on finding a solution 
that will be sustainable in the long term. It 
doesn't make sense to uproot upwards of 300 
students only to run into the same issues with 
enrollment one year later.  
 
I know it's all about numbers for the board, but I 
sincerely hope the social and community impacts 
will be seriously considered when decisions are 
made. Several of these were brought forward last 
night: the impact on students and their mental 
health, the impact on the affected parishes and 
the community connections that have been 
formed over the years.  
 
Many thanks for your consideration of these 
concerns, 
 
OLOL Parent 

but how these numbers affect the quality of the 
learning environment and impact the 
facilities/playground available for students is also 
important. We have to weigh this against impacts 
to families who are changing schools.  
 
It has been a Board and school practice to focus 
on students and school communities that are 
impacted to proactively support them in the 
transition. 
 
It’s not an easy process and feedback like yours 
will help us weigh each option and make a fully 
informed decision at the end of this process. 
 
 

November 20, 
2019 

Can you please provide me with some 
information about past boundary reviews, 
specifically: 
 

The question you ask related to boundary reviews 
is a difficult one to answer. In the last 10 years, 
we’ve completed three boundary reviews and six 
school closure reviews.  

November 26, 
2019 



1)How many have been completed in the last 10 
years 
2) of those that have been completed how many 
went with the recommended option and how 
many went with a different option then what was 
originally proposed? 
 
Also, as a OLOL parent I really hope you are 
thinking about the transition plan for the 
proposed changes. It would be helpful for the 
families who are moving to have an opportunity 
to see the new school before the summer, be 
aware of the bus times in advance (they only get 
released two weeks before school starts and 
families will need to plan for childcare) and have 
an opportunity to meet the teacher before school 
starts. 
 
I know you mentioned there will be a transition 
committee that will be formed, but I’m curious 
how much this committee could realistically 
accomplish before the end of the school year 
(unless they meet over the summer). 

 
The options for each of those processes were 
developed in different ways in order to comply 
with the provincial guidelines related to school 
closures. Our recent reviews have included a 
preferred option in the initial staff report while 
other reviews have had the options developed 
through the committee. 
 
The recommended option comes at the end of 
the process, which is what you would see in 
March 2020 for this review.  
 
In terms of the outcome, once the recommended 
option gets to the Board of Trustees, they almost 
always make changes based on the delegations 
they hear through their process. In some cases, 
the changes may be related to timing, 
grandparenting, or something else related to the 
implementation of the recommended 
boundaries. In other cases, they approved the 
recommendations as is, they rejected the option 
entirely, or they made a decision to close fewer 
schools.  
 
It has been a Board and school practice to focus 
on students and school communities that are 
impacted to proactively support them in the 
transition. 
 
We understand that transitions from one school 
to another are most successful when everyone 
(administrators, parents, staff, students, etc.) has 
a clear vision (e.g. a smooth transition for 



students, building a cohesive new school 
community) and is working together to achieve 
that desired end goal by being open minded and 
willing to adapt to every aspect of the change. 
 
Our transition planning framework is posted on 
our website here: https://www.wcdsb.ca/wp-
content/uploads/sites/36/2017/03/APF008-
Appendix-E.pdf.  
 
I hope this helps. 

 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2017/03/APF008-Appendix-E.pdf
https://www.wcdsb.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2017/03/APF008-Appendix-E.pdf
https://www.wcdsb.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2017/03/APF008-Appendix-E.pdf

